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Why "LES GAULOIS"?

LES GAULOIS rally history started in March
2004 when David approached Xavier to
discuss rallying and off-road experience.
They came up with the idea to form
together a Dubai based French Rally Team
with the goal to be competitive in the
2004 UAE Desert Challenge.

As both Xavier and David are French and
wanted a name that will "describe" them,
they found that "LES GAULOIS" was very
much appropriate. For your information,
a long time ago, France was called
"GAULE" and the French people called
"GAULOIS"! The two most popular and
famous "GAULOIS" so far are obviously

Team LES GAULOIS

David and Xavier of the Le Gaulois rally team



"Asterix and Obelix"…but no real connec-
tion with Xavier and David…

Starting rallying in the UAE?

First, let's get a rally car…

March 2004, after a meeting with Chris
Cargill, Manager of Icon Auto, a regular
competitor in UAE and regional cross-
country rally championships since 1998'
LES GAULOIS decided to line-up for the
balance rallies of UAE Rally championship
season, including SPRING Rally, FEDERA-
TION Rally and CHAMPIONS Rally. The
main goals were to test the car, get
experience and prepare for the UAE
Desert Challenge 2004.

The Emirates Motor Sports Federation is
organizing many motor sports event
across the UAE. Among them there is the
popular UAE Rally Championship where
saloon cars and 4x4 can compete in
sandy, rocky and gravel UAE Northern
areas during the cool weather season.

Rallying needs support and
sponsors

Finishing 19th overall out of 38 competi-
tors in their first race, Xavier and David
experienced first hand the rally disap-
pointments and were about to retire from
the remaining local races due to electrical
problems. Soon after that they prepared a
plan for a sponsorship drive in order to
fund both the vehicle preparation and the
entrance to the 2004 edition of UAE
Desert Challenge.

In May 2004, they met Mr. Peter Rothnie,
Marketing Manager OSRAM Middle East,
during the AutoMechanika exhibition in
Dubai. They worked out a plan for the
rest of the year and the 2005 season that
covered regional cross-country rallies,
exhibitions, showrooms display, test
drives, night drives, desert trips, media
coverage, website and promotional items.
As part of OSRAM's marketing strategy
to" tie-up an eye-catching activity to the
company name in order to improve the
brand image of dynamism".

During spring and summer, David built
and run www.teamlesgaulois.com ,
where competitors, supporters, motor-
sports fans and others can get informa-
tion about the Team LES GAULOIS activi-
ties and performance, extended coverage
and pictures of UAE Rally championship.
Desert trips, forum online and GPS
features are also updated on regular
basis.

After taking care of the financial and
marketing part with OSRAM, they
approached MGMotorsports for the
preparation of the 3.0L Mitsubishi Pajero
in T1 category for UAE Desert Challenge
2004.

The first experience of Desert Challenge
for LES GAULOIS lasted only two days.
The clutch broke on Stage2 after 280 of
the 350kms, just 10kms away from Check
Point4. LES GAULOIS lost a lot of time
recovering the car and getting it to the
service crew to fix it before the re-start of
day3; there was no choice but to accept
another retirement.
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New start in 2005

Considering the frustrations of the past
season, David and Xavier sold the
Mitsubishi Pajero. After considering several
rally-car options and the financial
allowance and allocation extended by
OSRAM, they decided to build-up a new
rally car, a NISSAN Pathfinder 3.5L using
the services of Icon Auto. The plan was to
compete in the 2005 UAE Rally champi-
onship and enter Desert Challenge in a T2,
standard production vehicle category,
where no modifications to the engine are
allowed.

The preparation started end of January
2005 and last over 4 weeks, including the
fitting of FIA homologated roll cage
fitting, racing seats, fire extinguishers, fuel
tank and pumps, exhaust system and
suspension.

Sponsorship becomes true
Partnership

Before 10th of November and the begin-
ning of 2005 UAE Desert Challenge, David
and Xavier committed to compete in the 6
event UAE Rally championship. The 2005
season started at the Spring Rally  with a
retirement due to air mass flow problems.
At the following event in April, the
Sharjah Rally, David co-driven by Xavier
finished 18th overall out of 35cars (race
combined both saloon cars and 4x4). By
the way, David started as driver in 2004,
they decided to "share the wheel" for this
new season.

The last event was a true success for LES
GAULOIS who finished 15th overall out of
33 cars (race also included saloon cars
and 4x4)…

Why a true success when they finished
15th only? because for this race, David
stepped-out of the car and re-assigned
himself as Official Team Photographer
while Xavier acted as the driver, his first
ever off-road rally as driver with the
NISSAN Pathfinder. Hans was Xavier's co-
driver for the event, not so French and not
so experienced as a co-driver. He came
from OSRAM's Head Office in Germany for
6 month training in the Middle East and
accepted the challenge thrown by Peter
Rothnie to try the thrilling experience of
being an off-road rally co-driver. A true
success and a superb souvenir for LES
GAULOIS and OSRAM, definitely a feat to
be repeated and extended during 2006
UAE Rally Championship.

In addition to OSRAM's "right from the
start" sponsorship, LES GAULOIS are also
supported by BFGoodrich tires; they also
get special service support from Icon Auto
and My Car Performance, official distribu-
tor of Proflex shock absorbers in the UAE.

Last, but not least, LES GAULOIS recently
confirmed partnership with NISSAN
Middle East and they are planning new
developments on the car during the
summer, in order to try and play a premi-
um role in T2 category during 2005 UAE
Desert Challenge!

To be continued…

Future Plans

UAE Rally Championship event:
Peace Rally
28-30 September 2005
www.emsf.ae

FIA Event:
UAE Desert Challenge
10-14 November 2005 (Race)
www.uaedesertchallenge.com

UAE Rally Championship event:
RAK Baja
24-26 November 2005 (To Be Confirmed) 
www.emsf.ae

International Event:
Qatar Baja 
28-30 November 2005 (To Be Confirmed)
http://www.qmmf.com/calendar

About OSRAM

OSRAM is one of the two largest
lighting manufacturers in the world.
Light from OSRAM shines in more
than 140 countries. With sales
outside Germany accounting for 88
% of total turnover and a sales
presence on every continent, we are
a true global player. 

OSRAM Profile
This global player has its headquar-
ters in Munich and employs more
than 36,000 people throughout the
world. In the 2004 fiscal year (to the
end of September) sales amounted
to 4.2 billion euros. Osram is one of
the two largest lighting manufactur-
ers in the world and has 53 factories
in 19 countries. 

85 years young
On July 1, 1919 AEG, Siemens &
Halske AG and Deutsche
Gasglühlicht AG (Auer Gesellschaft)
merged their light bulb production
activities. Today, Siemens AG is the
sole shareholder in Osram GmbH.
The OSRAM brand name was regis-
tered way back in 1906 and is one
of the oldest trade names still recog-
nised throughout the world. 


